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Gypsy gang’s £80m mansion raid 


Notorious family 
jailed after 20 years 
of burgling 
country homes 


A Kang of gypsies who carried out a 
string of break ins at stately homes — 
including Bntains kggrM tlomcstir 
buiglanr — were jailed yesterdav for 
up to II yean each 
Five men. all memlien of the not on 
ous Johnson family, stole antiques 
worth tens of millions of pounds In 
their biggest burglary, at the Wiltshire 
mansion of the property deseloper 
Harry Hyams. the Johnsons, whose 
family head once bragged on tele- 
vision that he would gladly steal from 
'sin and ladies', got away with an 
tiques estimated by some art experts 
to he worth UK) million 
They also stole from other large 
houses in Buckinghamshire. Berkshire 
( Jxfoedshirr. Wiltshire and Worcester 
shire, including the homo of the 
advertising tycoon Paddy McNally 
and the lord Lieutenant of Berkshire 
Sir Philip Wroughton 
Police believe that the Johnsons, an 
extended clan of Irish gypsies who live 
in caravan parks across Gloucester 
shire and Worcestershire, have been 
at the centre of a enmewasr for at 
least 20 yean They were pursued by a 
special task force — Operation Haul 
— set up bv five police forces 
The brothers Chad and AH* John 
son. their father. Ricky, their cousin 
Daniel O’Loughlm arid their sister 
Faye's partner Michael Nidtottk 
spent month s researching their targets 
then staking out the properties to 
work out how best Vo evade security 
During the nud on Mr Hyamss 
mansion Ramstoury Manor, near 
Marfhorough. scaffolding poles were 
attached to the front of a four-wheel- 
drtve vehicle, which was used to 
smash down the front door The gang, 
v* caring balaclavas, grabbed what they 
could before the police arrived 
including a 17th-century dock by 
Thomas Tompion worth an estimated 
II million 

Property from the burglars worth 
£12 million was found in an under 
ground hunker near Stratford-upon- 
Avon The rest of the property has not 
been recovered and » believed to have 
been sold to 'fences* and spirited out 


of the country 

The men were convicted in January 
after a month-long trial at Reading 
Crown Court, but the case could not 
be reported until now because of 
another case against O Loughhn He 
pleaded guilty yesterday to stealing a 
cash dispenser containing £55.0Ut> 
They were all found guilty of con- 
spiracy to commit burglary between 
April 8 2005 ami October U 2(J<*> 
Chad Johnson. U and O Loughhn. U 
were both jailed for eleven y ears. 
Nichoih. 29 was given ten Albj 
Johnson 25. was jailed for nine and 
Ricky Johnson. S4 was given eight 
Judge Christopher Cntchlow told 
them that the way they had mocked 
poke was 'indicative of your attitude 
to the law' Hr said Thu must be one 
of the most venous examples of cun- 

r cy to burgle ever to come before 
court lonsidenng Uie amounts 
umibed I ante of the property has 
ken recovered and is no doubt well 
kdden m (hr countryside or passed 
on far disposal You have no respect 
people i property or tl»e law 
All the mrti had previous criminal 
fooMdlons including Oiad Johnson, 
•ho m i umvtrd last year of marry 




Burglars' calendar 


April 9. 2005 Wootey 
Park the home of Sir 
PhAp Wroughton the 
former lord-Ueutenar* ot 
Berkshire is raided tor the 
first time 


October 12. 2005 The 

panQ e disturbed while 
breaking r*o OmbersJey 
Court n Drortwich 
Worcestershire, the home 
of Lord and Lady Sandys 

October 21. 2005 

£26 000 of goods stolen 
from Ramstoury Hi* House 
tn Marlborough. WAsfwe 


October 24, 2005 

Antiques worth £750.000 
stcuen from Wameford 
Place Sevenhampton. 
Wit stive bom* of Paddy 
Me Natty the Forimla One 

motor raong tycoon 


November 1*. 2005 At* 

Johnson breaks both legs 
<A*mQ a break -m at 
Stanton Harcourt Manor 
m Witney. Otordshre in 
which antiques. *w*«**Y 
and porcefatn worth 
£50000 are stolen 


February 1, 2006 m 

Britain s biggest domestic 
I burglary antiques worth 
up to £80 million, 
i including an 18th-century 
porcetam bust below are 
stolen bom Ramsbury 
Manor near Marlborough. 
Wiltshire, home of the 
developer Harry Hyams 

April 25. 200* Woolley 
Park is raided tor the 
second time and goods 
worth £50.000 are stolen 



A recovered bust 


ing an heiress W years ho senior 
under false pretences and stealing her 
£250.000 mhentance 
The BBC made a documenUrv in 
2005 about the Johnsons In Summer 
with the Johnsons they spoke about 
their love of traditional English pur 
suitv such as hare coursing and hare 
knuckle boxing They accused the 
police of constantly harassing them 
for no good reason Ricky Johnson 
admitted that he had done "an awful 
lot of robbing', but denied having 
burgled anv country homes 
However, he added 'I would like to 
make it clear to the people out there, 
to the police and the rich people if I 
feel the need when I have got to rob a 
stately home. I will do so i will rob it 
and hope I don't get caught But I will 
only rob your house if I feel the need 
and I have got to feed my children and 
nokdv is helping me a chieve m y goal 
'I feel I have got the right to 

rob the lords out there I feel I have 
got the right to roll the lords, sirs and 
the ladies' 

The Johnsons were first linked to a 
country house burglar) in 2001. when 
100 antique gold boxes worth lit 
excess of £5 million were stolen from 
Waddesdon Manor near Aylesbury, 
the former home of the Rothschild 
family Ricky and Chad Johnson and 
O Luughlin wen 1 charged, but the tnal 

collapsed when the judge mini certain 

evidence inadmissible 
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